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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South  
Tribune’s 2021 Juneteenth 

Edition on Black Infor-
mation Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

Email sports photos and news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

Wrap-up: Helping A Hero and Bass Pro Shops partner 
to award accessible homes to veterans and their families

NASHVILLE, Tennessee - 
Helping A Hero and Bass Pro 
Shops held a ceremony Friday, 
September 10th in Nashville, 
Tennessee to award accessible 
homes to LCpl Eric Frazier 
(USMC, Ret.) who lost his legs 
in Iraq, and SGT Antonio 
Mullen, USA (Ret.) and their 
families. Country music icon 
Lee Greenwood, the National 
Ambassador of Helping a Hero, 
Grand Ole Opry member John 
Conlee, award-winning singer 
Tony Orlando, along with Bass 
Pro Shops founder Johnny Mor-
ris, Kelley Paul, wife of Senator 
Rand Paul and General Rob 
Givens, USAF (Ret.), Corp. Sue 
Downes and Shilo Harris cele-
brated with the deserving vet-
erans and their families. 
 
 In addition to the awarded 
homes, Greenwood presented 
Kelley Paul, wife of Senator 
Rand Paul, the Lee Greenwood 
Patriot Award for her continued 
selfless efforts to help our 
wounded veterans. 
 
 Friday's ceremony featured pa-
triotic musical performances 
from Greenwood, Conlee, Or-
lando, and SPC JP Lane, USA 
(Ret.), including a color guard 
presentation from the Hender-
sonville Fire Department with 
hundreds of people to cheer and 
support these heroes as the com-
munity celebrated their journeys 

On hand to present an accessible homes to veterans were (L-R): Tony Orlando, John 
Conlee, LCpl Eric Frazier, USMC (Ret) and family, Kelley Paul, Lee Greenwood, Johnny 
Morris, Meredith Iler (Photo by Jason Davis / Getty Images)

Celebration of a home-giving were (L-R): Meredith Iler, Tony Orlando, John Conlee, Kel-
ley Paul, SGT Antonio Mullen, USA (Ret) and family, Lee Greenwood, Johnny Morris 
(Photo by Jason Davis / Getty Images)

Memphian Seaman Kelsie Crowder graduates as top sailor and 
earns Military Excellence Award at Recruit Training Command

By Alan Nunn,  
Recruit Training  

Command Public Affairs 
 

GREAT LAKES (NNS) — Sea-
man Recruit Kelsie Crowder, Di-
vision 902, graduated as the top 
sailor from Recruit Training 
Command, earning the Military 
Excellence Award, Aug. 27. 
 Crowder, from Memphis, Ten-
nessee, said she joined the Navy 
to be a role model. 
 “For my family and friends, and 
for women who think they have 
to live by today’s social formal-
ities,” Crowder said. “I joined to 
encourage these people to step 
out of their box and to show my-
self that I can do anything I put 
my mind to.” 
 Crowder, 23, is a 2017 graduate 
of Fayette-Ware Comprehensive 
High School in Somerville, Ten-
nessee. She was a National 

Seaman Recruit Kelsie Crowder

to new homes. 
The ceremony also commem-
orated the 20th anniversary of 
9/11 with a symbolic bell ring-
ing, National Anthem, Pledge of 
Allegiance, wreath laying, 21-

gun salute, playing of "Amazing 
Grace" on bagpipes, and a Ten-
nessee National Guard flyover of 
two Army Black Hawk helicop-
ters while the 13 names of those 
service members lost in the at-

tack in Kabul, Afghanistan on 
August 26th were read. 
 

About the Helping A Hero  
Honorees 

 Marine Lance Corporal Eric Fra-

zier, a reservist out of Nashville, 
Tennessee’s 3/24 India Company 
was in Iraq only 27 days in Oc-
tober 2006 when his Humvee hit 
a roadside bomb that took his 
legs and injured his arm. The 
next year he thought his life had 
stopped when he awoke with his 
arm in a cast and legs gone. The 
lanky country boy hunted in the 
hills of Tennessee since he was 
old enough to carry a Red Ryder 
BB gun, and being outside – in 
the woods, walking the trails – 
was his life. 
"The first thing I woke up and I 
seen my arm was in a big ol' Sty-
rofoam holder thing and I had 
lost my legs I was like, 'I'm just 
not going to be able to shoot,'" 
Frazier said. 
 For Eric, the biggest challenge 
was how he was going to hunt 
again. The Fire Arms Training 
System near Walter Reed Army 
Medical Centre taught Eric and 
other servicemembers how to ad-
just to their injuries and fire mil-
itary weapons despite new 
limitations, providing an oppor-
tunity to feel normal again. 
 Frazier is married and with four 
children: one of his own and 3 
stepchildren. His life is full and 
he loves hunting, fishing, being 
with family, and giving back. He 
currently lives in a double-wide 
trailer in Morrison, Tennessee. 
Helping a Hero will build them a 
four-bedroom home that is fully 
accessible, allowing him to con-
tinue rebuilding his life. 
 Retired Army Sergeant Antonio 
Mullen, a U.S. Army legacy, also 
joined the Army on September 
11, 2003, the anniversary of 9/11. 
As a mechanic, Mullen deployed 
twice to Iraq and during his sec-
ond deployment, he listened to 
his wife Lacy give birth to their 
first daughter, named America. 
He wanted America to know that 
he risked his life for his country 

Please see sports page 3

Honor Society student and par-
ticipated in cheerleading and 
gymnastics. She attended the 
University of Memphis while 
pursuing a degree in anthropol-
ogy. 
 Carlile is assigned the rate of 
aviation ordnanceman. 
 The Navy Club of the United 
States Military Excellence 
Award (MEA) is the top award 
presented to the No. 1 recruit of 
their graduating training group. 
The MEA is awarded to the re-
cruit that best exemplifies the 
qualities of enthusiasm, devotion 
to duty, military bearing and 
teamwork. The award placed her 
at the pinnacle of today’s newest 
sailors. Crowder is awarded a 
flag letter of commendation. 
 Crowder said winning the MEA 
was an unexpected honor. 
 “With this award, I will hold 
myself to a higher standard be-
cause that is what I know I can 

accomplish,” she said. “I know 
that if I set my mind and inten-
tions to something, I will achieve 
it. I intend to be a motivator for 
those who need guidance.” 
 Crowder credited her Recruit Di-
vision Commanders, Senior 
Chief Aviation Boatswain’s Mate 
(Launching and Recovery Equip-
ment) Fabian Bohorquez Carva-
jal, Chief Machinist’s Mate 
Sanchez Torres, Aviation Ord-
nanceman 1st Class Shaquan 
Granville, and Equipment Oper-
ator 2nd Class Sibel Uzun for 
their leadership and guidance. 
“All of my RDCs inspired me to 
be the best version of myself that 
I could and to never give up on 
myself nor my shipmates,” 
Crowder said. “Petty Officer 
Uzun was a huge role model for 
me. She always encouraged us to 
do twice as much, because we are 
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